
LIQVID SECURES $ 3M IN FUNDING  

FROM SUBSIDIARY OF SBI HOLDINGS, JAPAN 
 

LIQVID has raised $3M in funding from a subsidiary of SBI Holdings, Japan. 

 
LIQVID, an integrated eLearning content solutions company specializing in English Language Training 
(ELT), has raised funding from a subsidiary of SBI Holdings, Japan. SBI Holdings is one of the largest 
PE/VC firms in Japan with more than USD 3 Billion under management. Following this investment, Brijesh 
Pande, board member of SBI Ven Capital, Singapore is joining the board of LIQVID. 
 
LIQVID is focused on providing technology-aided English Learning & Training (ELT) solutions to 
individuals and organizations under the EnglishEdge brand name. EnglishEdge solutions follow a unique 
blended learning methodology that leverages the power of technology to make learning scalable. The 
solutions are offered on PCs, Tablets and Mobiles. EnglishEdge has more than 250,000 learners across 
schools, colleges, vocational institutes and corporate and its customers include IIT Delhi, Jamia Millia,  
Pinegrove School, Kimberley International School, Shemford Schools, British Council and Educomp. 
Liqvid also has a tie-up with BBC Active. 
 
Joining the company board, Brijesh Pande said,” We are excited about our partnership with Liqvid. The 
company has both, proprietary English language content as well as a technologically superior delivery 
platform, which makes it a very unique player in the spoken English market. We believe Liqvid’s 
technology has wide applicability, not only in India, but in a number of non-native English speaking 
countries in Asia. We look forward to leveraging our global investment eco-system to further Liqvid’s 
growth in India and abroad.” Pande, a London Business School and University of Oxford alumnus, brings 
with him more than 15 years of global experience in private equity and banking.  
 
Speaking of the investment, LIQVID CEO, Vivek Agarwal said,” We are very pleased to receive this 
investment. We are at a very exciting stage of the company’s growth and this investment will help us 
consolidate our leadership position in the English Learning segment in India and as well enable us to 
capitalize on new growth opportunities. SBI Ven Capital has an enormous global network and a strong 
record of nurturing companies and we are looking forward to working with them”. 
 
The investment is earmarked for rapid growth plans across segments. The company plans deeper 
penetration into the school market with its unique EnglishEdge Portable Language Lab. With interactive 
features like record-compare, video & internet based activities and 10 times more speaking time, Portable 
Language Labs make learning more exciting, interesting and interactive. The company also plans to 
expand its offerings in the college segment with a comprehensive solution that caters to the growing 
demand for English Language Enhancement, Business Communication skills and Personality 
development.  
 
In addition to being one of the largest Japanese private equity firms (with AUM in excess of USD 3 
billion), the SBI Group is a leading global internet-based financial conglomerate. The SBI Group’s core 
businesses include Asset Management, Brokerage and Investment Banking, Commercial Banking and 
Insurance. As of March 31, 2012, the SBI Group consists of 140 companies (including consolidated 
partnerships, equity method affiliates and 6 publicly listed companies). SBI currently has investments in 
more than 13 countries across Asia. 


